WITTGENSTEIN & AESTHETICS

Carla Carmona

SESSION 1 (Sept 3rd): Wittgenstein and Fin-de-si¢cle Vienna.

This session shall be an introduction to Ludwig Wittgenstein’s life and work. It shall foster
the understanding of Wittgenstein against the background of fin-de-siecle Vienna and the
crisis of language that is described in the Lord Chandos Letter. His work in philosophy
shall be compared to the work in other disciplines, such as music, painting, architecture,
journalism and literature. Arnold Schonberg, Egon Schiele, Adolf Loos, Karl Kraus and
Robert Musil shall be among the authors discussed.
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SESSION 2 (Sept 4th): Wittgenstein’s Lectures on Aesthetics.

This session will focus on Wittgenstein’s Lectures on Aesthetics. Some of the ideas of the
Philosophical Investigations, as well as paragraphs from his Nachlass, will also be discussed
in order to offer a thorough synoptic view of his conception of aesthetics and how his
philosophy can be used in aesthetics and art.
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SESSION 3 (Sept 5th): Wittgenstein and Greenberg: Aesthetics as Art Criticism.

This session shall compare Wittgenstein’s aesthetics and Greenberg’s art criticism in orer to
shed light on each other. Wittgenstein shall be presented as a peculiar formalist. Special
attention shall be paid to his concept of form of life and to the question whether he can be
considered a relativist.
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SESSION 4 (Sept 6th): Erasing Misconceptions in Artistic Practice by means of
Wittgenstein.

This paper shall address general misconceptions in the arts, usually associated to dualistic
pictures, such as those of content and representation or the inner and the outer, and show
how Wittgenstein’s philosophy can be used in order to overcome them. I shall look closely
at the case of the visual arts and dance.
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